20 Ways to Take Stunning Portraits

http://digitalphotographyschool.com/portraiphotographstips
by Darren Rowse

How do you take Portraits that have the O0Wowbd

1. Alter Your Perspective

Most portraits are taken with the camera at (or around) the eye level of the subject. While this is
good common senseompletely chanigg the angle that you shoot from can give your portrait a
real WOW factor.

Photo bystriatic

Get up high and shoot down on your jgabor get as close to the ground as you can and shoot
up. Either way youdll be seeing your subject


http://digital-photography-school.com/portrait-photography-tips
http://digital-photography-school.com/10-ways-to-take-stunning-portraits#author
http://flickr.com/photos/striatic/241843728/
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2. Play with Eye Contact

It is amazing how much the direction of your
have the subject looking down the lersbmething that can create a real sense of ctionec
between a subject and those viewing the image. But there are a couple of other things to try:


http://flickr.com/photos/trishabrunner/1943335705

A. Looking off camera- have your subject focus their attention on something unseen and

outside the field of view of your camera. This can create anfgeficandidness and also create a

little intrigue and interest as the viewer of the shot wonders what they are looking at. This

intrigue is particularly drawn about when the subject is showing some kind of emotion (ie

oOwhat 6s maki ng tihse nma kaiunggh ?téh eorn |éowohkats ur pri sed”
you have a subject looking out of frame that you can also draw the eye of the viewer of the shot

to the edge of the image alstaking them away from the point of interest in your shtbe

subjed.




B. Looking within the frame - alternatively you could have your subject looking at something
(or someone) within the frame. A child looking at a ball, a woman looking at her new baby, a

man | ooking hungrily at a big plate of pastaé
that is inside the frame you create a second point of interest and a relationship between it and
your primary subject. 1t also helps create 0s
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3. Break the Rules of @mposition

There are a | ot of o6rulesd out there when it
relationship with them. My theory is that while they are useful to know and employ that they are
also useful to know so you can purposely breaknthas this can lead to eye catching results.

TheRule of Thirdss one that can be effective to bregkacing your subject either dead centre
can sometimes create a powerful imagr even creative placement with your subject right on
the edge of a shot can sometimes create interesting images.

Another o6ruled that we often yoarlsibjecarbomdot i n
look into. This can work really wellbut again, sometimes rules are made to be broken.



http://digital-photography-school.com/blog/rule-of-thirds/

4. Experiment with Lighting

Another element of randoraas that you can introduce to your portraits is the way that you light
them. There are almost unlimited possibilities when it comes to using light in portraits.

Sidelighting can create mood, backlighting and silhouetting your subject to hide their $eature
can be powerful powerful.



http://digital-photography-school.com/blog/slow-sync-flash/

5. Move Your Subject Out of their Comfort Zone

| was chatting with a photographer recently who told me about a corporate portrait shoot that he
had done with a busi ne salotofdead aand shduldes shdtspsmas. T h e
at his desk, shots in front of framed degrees
turned out fairly standardbut there was nothing that really stood out from the crowd.

The photographer and the sultjagreed that there were plenty of useable shots but they wanted

to create something O6special d and out of the
0jumpingdé shots. The subject was a Ilittle hes
zone and dressed in his suit and tie started jumping!

The shots were amazing, surprising and quite funny. The shoot culminated with the subject
jumping in his pool for one last image!

While this might all sound aurddintatdgazindspread!| y o6 t
about the subject. It was the series of out of the box images that convinced the magazine he was
someone that theyodod want to feature.
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6. Shoot Candidly

Someti mes posed shots can | ook sodieaywosed €. pos
environment and so switching to a candid type approach can work.

Photograph your subject at work, with family or doing something that they love. This will put
them more at ease and you can end up getting some special shots with them rataictiitg to

the situation that they are in. You might even want to grab a longer zoom lens to take you out of
their immediate zone and get really paparazzi with them.

| find that this can particularly work when photographing children.




7. Introduce a Prop

Add a prop of some kind into your shots and you create another point of interest that can enhance
your shot.

Yes you might run the risk of taking too much focus away from your main sulbjegbi could
also really add a sense of story and place to the image that takes it in a new direction and gives
the person youbre photographing an extra | aye

prop.




8. Focus Upon One Body Part Get Close Up

Get a lens with a long focal length attached to your carmrget right in close so that you can

just photograph a part of your subject. Phot o
their | ower bodyé can fitesiewerofaanimage. t o t he i mag
Sometimes itds what is | eft out of an i mage t
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